
BOARD OF BARTON COUNTY COMMISSIONER AGENDA MEETINGS 

Barton County Courthouse – 1400 Main, Suite106, Great Bend, Kansas 

Tuesdays, unless otherwise announced, in Regular Meeting – 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Agenda Meeting – 9:00 a.m. Until Close 
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KSA 75-4318 states, in general, as an open meeting requirement, a public body may require that a request to receive notice (of regular and special 

meetings) be submitted to the body prior to the commencement of a fiscal year.   Persons interested in receiving notice at this time are urged to 
contact the Office of the County Administrator, 1400 Main – Suite 108, Great Bend, Kansas, 67530 (mailing).  Agenda are generally released to the 

public prior to the upcoming meetings.  No revision to the document is allowed once released without the express approval of the Commission.  
Contact dwatson@bartoncounty.org with questions. 

 

The Commission meeting will be live-streamed through Microsoft Teams.  Citizens may 

view the meeting through their own sign in or by signing in “anonymously”.  Please 

follow this link:  https://bit.ly/4sP9fEY.   If you wish to participate in the discussion of any 

item, please call (620) 793-1800 for instructions. 

 

BOARD OF BARTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Public Hearing and Agenda Meeting 

February 24, 2026 

9:00 a.m. Until Close  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

9:00 a.m. – Until Close 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Possible Expansion of Fire District No. 2 to Include  

Fairview, Grant and Wheatland Townships, and the City of Galatia, Barton 

County, Kansas: 

 

-Matt Patzner, County Administrator, will present details.  Created in 2018, 

Fire District No. 2 consists of Albion, Eureka, North Homestead, South 

Homestead, Union Townships and the Cities of Hoisington, Olmitz and 

Susank.  It has been proposed that the District be expanded to include 

Fairview, Grant and Wheatland Townships, and the City of Galatia.  The 

Commission will hear public comment at this time.   

 

CLOSE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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COMMISSION AGENDA MEETING 

Close of Public Hearing – Until Close 

 

I. OPENING BUSINESS: 

 

A. Call Meeting to Order. 

B. Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

C. Consider Approval of the Agenda. 

D. Consider the minutes of the February 17, 2026, Regular Meeting.  

E. Any citizen wishing to make statements during the discussion of 

any item must first be recognized by the Commission Chair.  After 

being recognized, that person should state their name and the 

name of any organization represented.  Statements should be 

limited to five minutes. 

F. Please silence all phones and electronic devices.  Recording the 

meeting is allowed and the Commission requests that anyone 

using special recording equipment be seated in the back row to 

avoid creating a distraction during the meeting. 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS - Items tabled, or scheduled, from previous 

Commission Meetings, will be heard at this time. 

 

-There is no Old Business at this time.  

 

III. APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATIONS:  13th Month – 4th Batch:       

 

 -Bev Schmeidler, County Clerk, will present details.  An Accounts 

Payable Register will be submitted to the Commission for the 

period ending December 31, 2025.  This is considered the four 

“13th Month” for 2025 expenditures.   

 

IV. APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATIONS:       

 

 -Ms. Schmeidler will present details.  An Accounts Payable 

Register will be submitted to the Commission for the period of 

February 10, 2026, and ending February 24, 2026.    
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V. NEW BUSINESS - All new business to be considered by the 

Commission will be heard at this time. 

 

ITEM A. RESOLUTION 2026-05:   A Resolution Expanding Fire District No. 2, 

County of Barton, Kansas, to Include the Townships of Fairview, 

Grant and Wheatland, and the City of Galatia and Amending 

Resolution 2018-10, Same, Adopted May 14, 2018: 

 

-Mr. Patzner will provide details.  At a Public Hearing held prior to 

this Commission meeting, it was detailed that Fire District No. 2 

consists of Albion, Eureka, North Homestead, South Homestead, 

Union Townships and the Cities of Hoisington, Olmitz and Susank.  

Through the adoption of this proposed Resolution, the District 

would be expanded to include Fairview, Grant and Wheatland 

Townships, and the City of Galatia.   In keeping with the original 

Resolution, the Board of Trustees would be expanded to include 

representatives from the expansion zone. 

 

ITEM B. PROGRAM UPDATED:  K-State Extension, Cottonwood District: 

 

-Jay Harris, District Director, K-State Extension, Cottonwood 

District, will present an annual overview.  The Cottonwood District 

proudly serves Barton and Ellis Counties. With offices in Great 

Bend and Hays, district personnel provide relevant, reliable 

information related to Agriculture and Natural Resources, Family 

and Consumer Sciences, Horticulture, 4-H and Youth 

Development, Family Life, Healthy Living, and more.   

 

ITEM C. RESOLUTION 2026-06:  Placement of Stop Signs at the Intersection 

of NE 220 Road and NE 10 Avenue, Union Township: 

 

-Josh Beckman, County Engineer, will provide details.  The 

proposed Resolution calls for the placement of stop signs at the 

intersection of NE 220 Road and NE 10 Avenue, Union Township.  

Safety and engineering personnel find that there is a sight 

obstruction in the southwest quadrant of the intersection.  It is 

recommended that all vehicles traveling on NE 10 Avenue are 

to stop for all vehicles traveling on NE 220 Road at said 

intersection, that stop signs be installed for northbound and 

southbound traffic traveling on NE 10 Avenue. 
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ITEM D. NOXIOUS WEED:  Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report and 

Management Plan: 

 

-Chris Schartz, County Works Director, will provide details.  The 

Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) is responsible for laws 

aiding in the control and management of noxious and invasive 

weeds in Kansas.  The KDA requires Kansas counties to submit an 

annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report as well as a 

Management Plan.   

 

ITEM E. JUVENILE SERVICES:  Fiscal Year 2027 Funding: 

 

-Marissa Woodmansee, Juvenile Services Director, will provide 

details.  The Juvenile Services Department requests approval of 

the fiscal year 2027 budget.  The budget has been prepared 

based on figures provided by the Kansas Department of 

Corrections – Juvenile Services.   

  

ITEM F. CENTRAL KANSAS COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS: Fiscal Year 2027 

Funding: 

 

-Brooke Haulmark, CKCC Director, will provide details.  Funding 

for CKCC is provided through a Kansas Department of 

Corrections grant.  For Fiscal Year 2027, CKCC is allocated 

$808,438.94 in funding to support seven positions and 

operational and programming costs.  It is noted that the funding 

serves the entirety of the 20th Judicial District, a five-County area 

covering 4,015 square miles with staff supervising an average of 

237 active clients.   
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ITEM G. CENTRAL KANSAS COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS:  Replacement of 

Fleet Vehicle: 

 

-Ms. Haulmark will present.    CKCC is in need of an all-wheel drive 

vehicle capable of traveling through all areas of the Twentieth 

Judicial District.  There were no comparable vehicles located at 

local dealerships.  It is suggested that the department purchase 

a 2020 Dodge Durango AWD from the Great Bend Police 

Department.  The vehicle, with just under 33,000 miles, is priced 

at $20,000.00.  Monies are available in the CKCC budget for this 

planned purchase.  

 

ITEM H. ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT:  Formal Extension of the Annual 

Review of a Conditional Land Use Permit under Resolution 2025-

07: 

 

-Judy Goreham, Environmental Manager, will provide details. A 

request is made to extend the deadline for the annual review of 

certain property as outlined in Resolution 2025-07, adopted on 

March 4, 2025.  It is suggested that the deadline be extended 

until March 10, 2026, to accommodate the agenda schedule 

and provide Larry and Sheree Marshall, dba Marshall Towing, 

time to submit required documentation to assure compliance for 

the property located at 514 SW 20 Road, said property being in 

the SE/4, Section 4, Township 20 South, Range 14 West.  The 

property is conditionally approved for the operation of a 

Salvage Storage Yard.   

 

ITEM I. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

-Chairman Duane Reif will present.  Any Commissioner may 

make a motion for the board to recess to executive session at 

this time as allowed by K.S.A. 75-4319. Any motion must contain 

the justification for the executive session, the subject matter to 

be discussed, any individuals in addition to the board who will 

attend the executive session and the time at which the regular 

session shall resume. 
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VI. ENDING BUSINESS – After new items are heard by the 

Commission, the following items, including announcements, will 

be heard. 

 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

-Following the close of the Agenda Meeting, the Commission will 

consider the authorization of personnel changes for classified 

positions, sign any documentation approved during the agenda 

meeting or sign any other documentation required for regular 

County business.  Similar action may take place throughout the 

day.   

 

-County officials may attend the Great Bend Chamber of 

Commerce Annual Awards Ceremony beginning at 6:00 p.m., 

Saturday, February 28, 2026.  The event will be held at the Great 

Bend Events Center, 3111 – 10th, Great Bend, Kansas.  

  

-County officials will attend County Day at the Capital on March 

3, 2026.  Beginning at 9:00 a.m., the event will be held in the First 

Floor Rotunda of the Kansas Statehouse, 300 SW 10th Avenue, 

Topeka, Kansas.  As a result, the next Commission meeting will be  

March 10, 2026.   

 

-Emergency Management reminds the public that Severe 

Weather Preparedness Week is March 2 – 6, 2026.  Citizens are 

encouraged to actively participate in the State-Wide Tornado 

Drill, scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, March 4, 2026.  In 

addition, Storm Fury on the Plains will be presented by the 

National Weather Service Wichita Office, at 6:30 p.m., 

Wednesday, March 4. 2026, at the Crest Theater, 1905 Lakin, 

Great Bend, Kansas.   
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B. APPOINTMENTS: 

 

-Although subject to change, the following appointments have 

been scheduled: 

 

9:45 a.m. or following the close of the Agenda Meeting –  

Planning Session with Media Consultant. 

 

10:00 a.m. – Program Update – Josh Beckman, County Engineer, 

Kirkham Michael.   

  

10:15 a.m. – Program Update – Chris Schartz, County Works 

Director. 

 

10:45 a.m. – Grant Opportunities – Karen Winkelman, Public 

Health Director.  

 

11:00 a.m. – Regular Business Discussion – Matt Patzner, County 

Administrator.  

 

THE COUNTY EDITION, KVGB-AM – Thursdays at 11:05 a.m.  

Members of the Health Department are scheduled for February 

26, 2026.  

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

A. Discussion Items. 

B. Citizens or organizations may present requests or proposals for 

initial consideration.  

C.       The Commissioners are available to the Public on Tuesdays 

during regular business hours. 

D. One or more Commissioners may be present in the Commission 

Chambers conducting county business throughout the day on 

Tuesdays. 

E. The Commissioners may, individually, schedule personal 

appointments related to County business at their discretion. 

F. The next Regular Meeting will be at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 

10, 2026. 

 

VIII. ADJOURN. 


